Transtec Senyo 610

Mind-boggling performance in a tiny package that's
crammed full of intelligent, sensible design

The last faw months have seen a slaw
oftiny PCs arrive in the PC Pro Labs,
and they never fail to attract attention.
Ofthese, however, only the VeryPC
Treeton {web 10: 145179) has really
impressed us. The Asus Nova (web ID:
1564 26) mixed mediocre performance
with a high price, and the M5l Titan
(wab ID: 199356) limped thraugh our
20 benchmarks. Transtec's tiny Senyo
610 now takes up the challenge, and
its powerful specification, attractive
looks and slimline profile make a better
firstimpression.

The Serryo is smaller than almost
all of its rivals, with the Titan, Trecton
and Nova boasting bulkier dimensions.
COnly the Mac mini fweb ID: 86246)
can claim a smaller desktop footprint.

It looks good too, finished in two-tane
plastic, with a band of wine-coloured
plastic sandwiched between a silver
top and bottom.

The front of the maching is pleasingly
minimalist, with a touch of luxury.

A slot-loading OV D writer sits above the
power button, a single USE port and
a3-in-1 card reader. The rear panel is
well stocked: thrae LISE ports line up
naetto OV and S¥ideo outputs,
afaigabit Ethemet port, a pair of audio
Jacks and a single mini-FireWire socket.
An impressive selaction.

Inside the case, tightly packed
components abound, with hamdly any
spacewasted in between. Two-thirds
ofthe chassis is occupied by the optical
drive and hard disk, with the former
sitting atop the latter. The final third of
the chassis Is dominated by a small CPU
fan and heatsink that channels any heat
out through the side of the case. This
keeps the Senyo surprisingly cool, even
under intense load, and noise levels are
also imprassively low.

Thetightly packed amangemeant
of components is made paossible by

a salaction of small PCB
risers, installed bath
horizontally and
wartically, which

allow forvarious |
parts to be \

connected within the ""-—..__.__‘h
tightest oftolerances.

The components adhere to the same A An attractive
space- and power-saving ethos ofthe ‘:&5:’“‘:“?'
chassis. The processor s a laptop part hardback bogk.
— a 2.4GHz Intel Core 2 Duo TE300.

This is based on Intel’s 45nm Penryn MIKI PC
core and boasts a TP of 25W - lower PRICE
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desktop counterparts. [Iﬁ&&'nc\lﬂ}

Other components also have mobile DELIVERY
origins: two sticks of 51 2MB SC-DIMM 5 (86
memory provide 1GE of R&M, and the [ ﬂC\'ﬂ"}
hard disk and optical drive are both SUPPLIER
laptop models, slim enough to stack Transtec 01295
together inside the case. The Intel J55H0
AQ654GH Wi-FI adapter Is, again, INTERNET
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na found on the cover disc
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only 28W when idle, butthis more than
doubled to 60W at peak performance.
The MSI Titan required 20W at rest, but
it"s a far less powerful machine.

Thankfully, the proliferation of mobile
components, installed to save power
and space, hasn't had a huge impact
on performance. A 20 benchmark result
of 1.26 is streets ahead of every other
small form factor PCwe've reviewed —
the Mova and Treeton scored 0.74 and
0.80 respectively, while the cheaper M5l1
Titan crawled through our benchmarks
at 0.26. It"s worth noting, though, that
integrated Intel X3 100 graphicswon't
haveyou playing modem games at any
kind of acce ptable speed.

One area where the tiny, space-
saving design of the Senyo falls behind
is in upgrade potential. Other small PCs,
such as the Treeton, and Shuttle XPC P2
250006 (web ID: 191256), offer free PCI
slots and 5.25in hard disk bays, but
thera’s no room for any practical addition
inside the Senyo, and the 160GE hard
disk could fill up quickly.

Butthere are few areas of concem
elsewhere. Unlike the Asus Nova or
Treeton, there's no stand included that
enablesthe Seryo to be positionad
horizontally orvertically. ks also
slightly pricier when compared with the
competition: the Senyo costs £543,
which s pricierthan the £486 Treeton,
£500 Mova and £200 Titan.

That sart of money could also
[y o 3 fully fledged PC system if
space-saving isntyour main concern.
However, where size matters nothing
can touch thetiny Senyo. The impressive
specification provides more in the way
of perfformance than any of its rivals
while keeping power requirements to
a minimum. Factor in cool, almost-silent
running and intelligent design and it's
obwlous that the stylish Semyo 610
deserves a place on the A List. It's
undeniably worth paying the slightly
higher price to acquire such an
impressive, and tiny, PC. MIKEJENNINGS
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